
Range of examples provided, including snapshots of class discussions and
co-constructed resources, targeting a range of ways of supporting self-

directed learnership. 

Development of Self Directed Learning Skills 
- Junior Primary 

Active
Learning 

Experiences

Expectation: actively support students to develop self-efficacy and

self-directed learning skills, including...

making effective choices  
time and self management 
following task instructions 
research skills 

asking for help
goal setting
planning 
self-assessment

goal setting
reflection on self-management choices 
reflection on learning choices 

self-assessment of learning
self-assessment of skills 
time management planning



Resource used with students to support their self-assessment of their learnership skills, in preparation for presenting their

learning to their parents. Students are supported to reflect and think of examples to justify their self-assessment. The first three

levels of the Self-Directed learnership ladders reflect developmentally appropriate expectations for junior learners. 



Class discussion notes, scribed by the teacher, from a conversation with Level 3 learners prior to undertaking the Prime

Minister’s Spelling Bee for the first time. The purpose of the conversation was to support students to develop critical thinking skills

to enable an accurate assessment of each of the options and overcome their nerves about participating. From this conversation,

all Level 3 learners were then able to take ownership of participating in the competition. 



Example of conversation notes around helping students notice and consider the impact of choosing to use an iPad for a

task versus choosing to use paper. Original conversation prompt did not include icons. Teacher dialogue: 

“I’ve noticed two things from this activity - one group of people worked at this level, and one group of people worked at

this level. What do you think the difference between the groups might be?”  Conversation then followed around why an

iPad might have that impact on our learning, and what we might choose to do differently in the future. 



Example of resource developed with students to support each child to keep track of their progress and set goals for how to

manage their time within a learning block. 



Example of resource developed with students to support each child to reflect on their learning choices and self-management

choices during a self-directed learning lesson. Plearning is our term for playful learning. The rules used in this reflection were co-

constructed with students during original negotiations. 

Self-reflections used to generate

class averages, which were then used

at the beginning of the next continued

session to help students set goals. 



Example of goal setting resource to support

students to take ownership of their writing

practice and drive their own improvement.

Similarities in individual goal setting then inform

grouped classroom processes and direction.

Example of progress scaffold to support students to

independently self-assess their creative writing drafts.


