
Working Towards Goal Achievement
- Junior Primary 

Expectation: create learning routines that

support students to feel comfortable, confident,

focussed and successful. Reinforce importance of

challenging learning goals and deep thinking. 
Deepening
learning

Range of examples provided, including snapshots of class discussions and
co-constructed resources, assessment activities that require deep thinking

and scaffolding to support that depth.

laws task for Civics and Citizenship 
self-assessment of thinking resource
checklists for level of complexity and
key task requirements 

task options that all require
deep thinking (no “easy”
option)
learning agreements 



Both of these resources

were co-constructed with

Level 2 and 3 learners,

using their ideas and

language. 

The top resource shows

the students’ breakdown

of a Science achievement

standard, with steadily

increasing levels of depth.

This supports students to

consider how to take their

learning deeper, set goals

and progress accordingly. 

The bottom resource shows an

increasing scale for complexity

when providing detail about a

topic. While describing and

explaining often require lower

order thinking, they can become

more challenging if the idea in

question is considered more

deeply, e.g., by connecting

multiple topics or engaging with

a complex idea. 



This resource was used with Level 2, 3 and 4 students during an ongoing, student-driven challenge to discover and articulate the

value of play in a learning environment. Students were challenged to “play” with a learning prompt and reflect on their decisions

over a set period of time, learning how to recognise and describe the level of thinking present in their chosen activities.



Checklists and guides support students to develop confidence with different aspects of learning and check their progress

against their goals. Both these resources were co-created with learners at a 2 and 3 level. 

A key part of complex task development is to ensure that deep thinking is

embedded within the task criteria. This event creation task requires students to

engage with concepts of audience, diversity and ritual, and justify their choices,

rather than limiting the task to identifying “who, what, when, where and why”. 

 Lacking information can often be a roadblock to

deeper thinking. Supporting students to develop

independent research skills from an early age

strengthens their ability to answer their own questions.



These resources show a literacy learning routine developed to

support Reception learners to practice their critical and creative

thinking skills with a variety of prompts. By establishing a routine of

three main choices, students become familiar with thinking about a

provided text, question or topic from three different pathways. Each

pathway was purposefully created to require critical thinking,

ensuring that, regardless of the option chosen, students are

challenged beyond a surface level. 

This routine became so successful that it was adapted for students

at higher levels as well, with the increased complexity of setting

goals about their level of thought. 

These routines also helped students become familiar with the

language of cognitive complexity. Making connections is an

act of analysis. Posing solutions can require applying and

justifying ideas and evaluating possibilities. Thinking and

making can engage students in creating, which, when

appropriately supported, can be the most complex level of

thought (see Bloom’s Taxonomy as an example of the

hierarchy of cognitive verbs). 



Task from an ongoing integrated

Community project (Level 3 learners).

While the Australian Curriculum

Achievement Standard only requires

students to “describe the importance of

rules”, this task supports students to go

further, requiring: 

law proposal and justification 

evaluation of laws proposed by others

consideration of the impact of laws on

multiple groups of people across the

community 

judgement and decision making

Chunking the task into three separate sections, and completing these tasks over several lessons, supports learners to engage with

the topic at a deeper level, as they have time to process and think about the impacts of laws through an ongoing structure. 

Development of a

clear “justification ⟶

evaluation ⟶

amendment ⟶ vote”

process, with

participation rules,

scaffolds the

successful sharing of

ideas in a respectful

way. 

Scenario learning can support

deeper thinking by providing a

chance for students to

imagine themselves as the

“first” problem solvers. In this

task, students have to consider

the laws for a brand new

community, as opposed to

thinking about the community

they are already familiar with.



Example of quality of student

engagement and complexity of

the consequences considered

from multiple perspectives.

Familiar icons support students to

consider the task from different

angles: details, changes and

perspectives (Depth and

Complexity Framework)

Collaborative learning supports

students to go deeper than their

own initial individual idea. 


